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SUBJECT: MOVE OE NAVAL ATTACHE TO PRETORIA 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN FORM ALT .Y NOTIFIED BY DEA NOTE OF DECEMBER 21 
THAT SOUTH AFRICAN NAVAL HEADQUARTERS IS TO MOVE EROM CAPE TOWN 
TO PRETORIA EEEECTIVE EEBRUARY I, 1977. THE OPERATIVE PART 

OP THE NOTE STATES: "ON THIS ACCOUNT, IT BECOMES NECESSARY FOR 
THE NAVAL ATTACHES AT PRESENT RESIDENT IN THE CAPE TO LIKEWISE 
MOVE TO PRETORIA. IT WOULD BE APPRECIATED IF THE NECESSARY 
STEPS COULD BE TAKEN BY THE EMBASSY FOR THE TRANSPER OF THE 
NAVAL ATTACHE AND THE ASSISTANT NAVAL ATTACHE OP THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO PRETORIA." THE BRITISH AND ARGENTINE 
EMBASSIES, THE ONLY OTHER MISSIONS WITH NAVAL ATTACHES IN CAPE 
TOWN, HAVE RECEIVED SIMILAR NOTES. 

2. IN EARLIER INPORMAL CONVERSATIONS, WE AND THE DEPENSE 
ATTACHE'S STALE HAVE HAD WITH SA AUTHORITIES, IT HAS BEEN 
EVIDENT THAT THE SAG WILL INSIST ON THE MOVE OP NAVAL ATTACHE 
OPFICES FROM CAPE TOWN TO PRETORIA. WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, 

THAT IT IS IN OUR INTEREST TO LEAVE THE ASSISTANT NAVAL ATTACHE 
IN CAPE TOWN, EVEN THOUGH THE NOTE SPECIPICALLY INCLUDES HIM 
IN THE MOVE TO PRETORIA. SA NAVAL INTELLIGENCE, HERETOFORE AN 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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IMPORTANT CONTACT POR THE NAVAL ATTACHE, WILL REMAIN IN CAPE 
TOWN POR THE PRESENT AT LEAST. SA'S PRINCIPAL NAVAL PACILITY 
IS AT SIMONSTOWN ADJACENT TO CAPE TOWN. ATTACHES REGARD 
MONITORING OP MERCHANT SHIP TRAFPICE OP SOME IMPORTANCE. 

WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEPUL TO HAVE AN ATTACHE ON THE SPOT 
TO MAINTAIN PERSONAL CONTACT AND GATHER AS MUCH INPORMATION AS 
HE POSSIBLY CAN. 
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3. THE DEPARTMENT WILL, OE COURSE, WISH TO DISCUSS THE MATTER 
WITH THE NAVY AND DOD. OUR RECOMMENDATION IS THAT THE EMBASSY 
BE AUTHORIZED TO SEEK SAG AGREEMENT TO MAINTAINING THE ASSISTANT 
NAVAL ATTACHE IN CAPE TOWN. IN APPROACHING THE SAG, WE WOULD 
STRESS THE DESIRABILITY OE HAVING AT HAND THE SERVICES OE A 
MILITARY ADVISOR DURING THE SIX-MONTH PERIOD THE EMBASSY IS 

AT THE CAPE EACH YEAR. 

4. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EARLY ATTENTION TO THE QUESTION 

SO WE MAY PROCEED WITH ARRANGEMENTS EOR THE MOVE, THE LOCATION 
OE HOUSING IN PRETORIA, AND ARRANGEMENTS EOR THE ADMISSION 
OE NAVAL ATTACHE STAFE DEPENDENT CHILDREN TO PRETORIA AREA 
SCHOOLS WHOSE ACADEMIC YEAR COMMENCES THE END OF JANUARY. 
BOWDLER 
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